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Software Release Notice


Survey and Mapping

Date:

August 09, 2001

Product:  
Survey Control II, version 1.0

Part Number:  800912

Subject: 
Handheld Software for Locus, Z-Xtreme, Z-Surveyor, and Z-FX

Number:  Survey Control 2001-01 


Introduction

Survey Control II is a Windows CE software package designed to enhance and extend the functionality of the user-interface of Ashtech GPS survey receivers.  The software is the successor to Locus Handheld, including all of the Locus Handheld functionality, plus a number of features and enhancements requested by customers.  It operates on handheld Pocket PC computers.  Survey Control II interfaces to the Ashtech Locus, Z-Xtreme, Z-Surveyor and Z-FX receivers.  Contact Ashtech Sales for details on this product.     

Pocket PC Handhelds  
· Compaq Aero series 

· Compaq iPAQ series

· Cassiopeia E –115

· HP Jornada 548  (excluding Locus)

Known Problems:
The following list identifies known problems with the Survey Control II software.  

1. The Z-Xtreme and Z-Surveyor receivers allow for storage of up to 100 raw data files in the receiver memory.  When there are exactly 100 data files in memory, the Receiver File Manager screen in Survey Control II will display incorrect information for the last data file.  Displayed information for all other files is correct. 

2. The Z-Xtreme and Z-Surveyor receivers have a known firmware problem that affects the deletion of raw data files. If the receiver has “x” raw data files in memory and they are all deleted using the Delete All feature in the Receiver File Manager screen of Survey Control II, the Receiver Status screen in the software will display the incorrect information regarding the number of data files in the receiver memory (it displays x-1 instead of 1).  The problem can be corrected by power cycling the receiver.  This is not a problem if the files are deleted one at a time.  

Additional Information:
1. Some IR communication functions are slow in retrieving information from Locus receivers.  This is especially true when downloading a large number of files using the Receiver Data File Manager feature of the software.  The number of Beeps will indicate the status of the transmission. Refer to the manual for more information on beeping.
2. The Receiver Data File Manager feature of the software can also be slow when working with the Z-Xtreme and Z-Surveyor receivers.  Again, this is especially true when there are a high number of raw data files in the receiver.  The number of Beeps will indicate the status of the transmission. Refer to the manual for more information on beeping.

3. When downloading a D-file through the IR port, baud rate selection is important.  Because some handheld devices have poor IR performance at higher baud rate, the manual recommends a baud rate of 19200.

Recommended baud rates are as follows:

      
Compaq Aero 1550 – maximum of 19200

      
Compaq iPAQ and Cassiopeia – maximum of 57600

4. The Survey Control II program may conflict with other applications that are designed to use the serial port (docking port) of the handheld computer.  If port errors are encountered while using Survey Control or other applications, reboot the handheld computer.

5.  As recommended by Pocket PC manufacturers, when the user experiences a slowdown in the handheld operation, a reset to the handheld should be performed. 

6. Manufacturer’s specifications list the handheld battery life at 8 hours. But factors like loud beep or heavy activity between receiver-handheld, can shorten this life span. 

Compatibility
1. Data collected in conjunction with Survey Control II will post-process with Ashtech Solutions version 2.4 or higher.  Previous versions of Survey Control do not create a “D” file.

2.  The Z-Xtreme, Z-Surveyor, and Z-FX receiver firmware version ZB00 or higher is required to function with Survey Control II. 

3. For Locus users, Locus receiver firmware version LA00 or higher is required to function with Survey Control II.
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